
WHAT ARE THE BENEFITS OF STANDARDS?
Safety :  Standards  make  our  l ives  safer.  When  you  go

and  purchase  a  toaster,  you  will  know  it  is  safe  to

use  because  there  is  a  standard  that  defines  a

specific  testing  method  for  the  product.

Compatibility and common rules :  Common

agreements  make  planning  easier  and  putting  plans

to  action  much  simpler.  Finding  a  new  nut  or  bolt  to

replace  a  broken  one  isn ’t  a  problem  when  there  is  a

standard  on  thread  sizes,  i .e.  a  common  agreement

on  the  matter.  When  the  same  standard  is  used

globally,  a  spare  part  can  be  found  anywhere  in  the

world.

Consumer confidence :  Standards  help  companies

tell  their  customers  that  their  products  and  services

are  safe  to  use  and  of  high  quality.  In  Europe,

standards  are  used  to  regulate  the  safety  of  toys,  for

instance.

Key to the global marketplace :  Standards  improve

business.  They  make  actions  and  operations  easier

to  manage  and  more  efficient.  As  most  standards  are

international,  it  follows  that  exporting  products  or

services  becomes  much  less  complicated  when  they

conform  to  international  standards.  In  Europe,  for

example,  many  requirements  have  been  agreed  upon

in  standards  that  the  importer  can  then  follow,

making  it  unnecessary  to  delve  into  the  national

legislation  of  each  separate  country.
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WHAT WE DO

STANDARDS: Ensures  quality,  safety,

reliability,  efficiency  and  other  vital

characteristics.  Standards  have  become  a

way  of  l i fe  for  consumers  globally.  

WHAT IS A STANDARD?
Standards  are  voluntary  documents  that  set  out

specifications,  procedures  and  guidelines  that  aim

to  ensure  products,  services,  and  systems  are  safe,

consistent,  and  reliable.  They  cover  a  variety  of

subjects,  including  consumer  products  and  services,

the  environment,  construction,  energy  and  water

util it ies,  and  more.
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The  St.  Kitts  and  Nevis  Bureau  of  Standards  (SKNBS)

is  actively  engaged  in  providing  legal  metrology

services  in  the  areas  of  mass  and  volume

measurements.  The  International  Organization  of

Legal  Metrology  (OIML)  defines  legal metrology  as

the  practice  and  the  process  of  applying  regulatory

structure  and  enforcement  to  metrology.

A i r  Qua l i t y :

Chemical  analysis  plays  a  major

part  of  the  St.  Kitts  and  Nevis

Bureau  of  Standards  (SKNBS) ,

fulfi l l ing  its  obligation  to  protect

the  environment  and  health  and

safety  of  our  customers.

To  achieve  this  goal  we  continually:

Met ro logy :

This  arm  of  the  Bureau  specializes

in  indoor  air  quality  ( IAQ) .  The  aim

of  the  department  is  to  ensure  the

air  of  an  occupied  space  meets

the  necessary  IAQ  guidelines  for

occupancy,  where  human  health

is  not  threatened  or  can  be

adversely  affected.  

Chemi s t r y :

WHO WE ARE
Established  on  March  8th,  1999,  the  Bureau  of

Standards  has  the  major  responsibility  of  protecting

the  environment,  health,  and  safety  of  consumers.  

 Its  activities  also  focus  on  preparing,  promoting,

and  generally  adopting  standards  nationally.  

OUR MISSION

To  deliver  the  highest  quality  of  service  in  the  areas

of  metrology,  food,  water  and  environmental  testing

and  monitor  compliance  to  establish  standards  and

regulations  in  order  to  foster  the  improved  quality

of  l i fe  for  the  people  of  St.  Kitts  and  Nevis.

OUR VISION

To  improve  safety  and  quality  in  order  to  foster  a

culture  for  continual  improvement.

OUR DEPARTMENTS

The  se r v i c e s  o f f e r ed  by  t he  depa r tmen t  can

be  pe r f o rmed  i n  any  i ndoo r  space ,  f o r

e xamp l e ,  o f f i c e  bu i l d i ngs  and  r e s i den t i a l

a r e a s .

Cu r r en t  se r v i c e s  o f f e r ed  by  t he  A i r  Qua l i t y

Depa r tmen t  f o r  I AQ  mon i t o r i ng  a r e :

Mo ld :  such  a s  Aspe rg i l l u s ,  Fusa r i um ,

C l adospo r i um ,  Chae tom ium ,  S t achybo t r y s ,

B i po l a r i s ,  e t c )

Gases :  oxygen  (O2 ) ,  ca rbon  monox ide ,  ca rbon

d io x i de ,  su l f u r  d io x i de ,  n i t r ogen  d io x i de ,

n i t r i c  ox ide ,  hyd rogen  su l f i de ,  ammon i a ,  and

to t a l  vo l a t i l e  o rgan i c  compounds  (TVOC ) .

P r o v i de  p ro f e s s i ona l ,  con f i den t i a l  se r v i c e s

t ha t  cons i s t en t l y  mee t  o r  exceed  t he

r equ i r emen t s  and  expec t a t i on s  o f  ou r

cus t ome r s ,  whe the r  i t  i s  conduc t ed  i n -

house  o r  subcon t r a c t ed .

Imp rove  ou r  p roce s se s  and  se r v i c e s ,

deve l op i ng  ou r  f a c i l i t i e s ,  t r a i n i ng  ou r

pe r sonne l  and  comp l y i ng  wi th  I SO  9001 ,

I SO / I EC  17025  and  o the r  app l i c ab l e

na t i ona l ,  r eg i ona l  and  i n t e r na t i ona l  codes

and  r egu l a t o r y  r equ i r emen t s .

P r e sen t l y ,  t he  ma jo r i t y  o f  chem ica l  ana l y se s

a r e  pe r f o rmed  on  wa te r ,  f ood ,  so i l ,  and  p l an t .

Fu tu r e  advancemen t s  wi l l  be  t o  de t e rm ine  t he

qua l i t y  o f  f u e l  and  pes t i c i de  r e s i dues  us i ng

i n s t r umen t s  wi th  such  capab i l i t y .

Me t r o l ogy  i s  t he  s c i ence  o f

measu r emen t  and  i t s

app l i c a t i on .  Met ro l ogy

i nc l udes  a l l  t heo r e t i c a l  and

p r ac t i c a l  a spec t s  o f

measu r emen t ,  wha teve r  t he

measu r emen t  unce r t a i n t y  and

f i e l d  o f  app l i c a t i on .

Mic rob io l ogy :

 The  s a f e t y  o f  f ood  and  wa te r  i s  v i t a l  t o  ou r

hea l t h .  Food  t e s t i ng  ensu r e s  t he  s a f e t y  o f

p roduc t s  and  a l so  p reven t s  t he  r e l e a se  o f

con t am ina t ed  f ood  o r  beve r ages  t o

consume r s .  

The  a im  o f  t he  S t .  K i t t s  and  Nev i s  Bu reau  o f

S t anda rd s  Mic rob i o l ogy  Labo r a t o r y  i s  t o

i s o l a t e  and  i d en t i f y  mic roo rgan i sms  f ound  i n

f ood  and  wa te r .  We  spec i a l i z e  i n

m i c r ob i o l og i c a l  se r v i c e s  on  f ood  (cooked

and  r aw )  and  wa te r  (d r i n k i ng ,  bo t t l ed ,

ma r i ne ,  pond ,  we l l ,  was t e ) .  Ou r  expe r i enced

and  h igh l y  t r a i ned  t e am  i s  f o cu sed  on

de l i v e r i ng  t ime l y ,  accu r a t e ,  and  r e l i ab l e

r e su l t s .  Th i s  commi tmen t  i s  gua r an t eed  by

cea se l e s s l y  us i ng  s t r i c t  qua l i t y  con t r o l

p r a c t i c e s  and  methodo log i e s .  

Mic rob i o l ogy  i s  t he  s t udy  o f  a l l

l i v i ng  o rgan i sms  t h a t  a r e  t oo

sma l l  t o  be  v i s i b l e  t o  t he  naked

eye .  Th i s  i n c l udes  bac t e r i a ,

a r chaea ,  v i r u se s ,  f ung i ,  p r i on s ,

p r o t o zoa ,  and  a lgae ,  co l l e c t i v e l y

known  a s  ‘mic robes ’  o r

‘mic roo rgan i sms ’ .

P a r t i c u l a t e  ma t t e r :  PM2 . 5  and  PM10  I n  t h e
f u t u r e ,  t h e  depa r tmen t  s e e k s  t o  e xpand  t h e
s e r v i c e s  o f f e r ed  t o  ou t doo r  a i r  qua l i t y
mon i t o r i ng .

* Fu t u r e  Goa l s :  t o  e xpand  t h e  s e r v i c e s
o f f e r ed  t o  ou t doo r  a i r  qua l i t y  mon i t o r i ng .

M a s s  M e t r o l o g y  –  Ca l i b r a t i on  and

ve r i f i c a t i on  o f  Non -au toma t i c  we igh i ng

i n s t r umen t s

(e . g .  s ca l e s  a t  a i r po r t s ,  supe rma r ke t s ,

hea l t h ca r e  f a c i l i t i e s  e t c . )

V o l u m e  M e t r o l o g y  –  Ca l i b r a t i on  and  

(e . g .  f u e l  s t a t i on s  pumps  e t c . )

The  s cope  o f  Lega l  Met ro l ogy  se r v i c e s  i n

S t .  K i t t s  and  Nev i s  i n c l udes :

v e r i f i c a t i on  gaso l i ne  vo l ume  mete r s


